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NICOLE & JARED




We’re Jared and Nicole. We are truly grateful that you're taking the time to get to know us.
Please know that we have been praying for you and your sweet baby, and we look forward to
the possibility of welcoming a child into our home, where love, faith, and stability are at the
heart of everything we do. Thank you for considering us to be part of your journey.
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FROM NICOLE

Early on in our relationship, I realized that
Jared was one of the most selfless people
I had ever known. He constantly sees the
best in every situation and puts others’
needs above his own, always willing to lend
a hand or a listening ear. Watching him with
our foster children has only deepened my
love and admiration for him. He is patient,
playful, and endlessly compassionate,
showing me every day the kind of father
he is destined to be. His love and kindness
make our home a warm, safe place, and I
am beyond grateful to walk through this
journey with such a wonderful partner by
my side.




NICOLE

Nicole is a compassionate, and dedicated junior
high teacher who has a deep love for family, faith,
and making a positive difference in the lives
of others. Growing up in a northern suburb of
Chicago with her parents, a younger sister and
brother, Nicole learned early on the importance
of family support, kindness, and resilience. In
2016, Nicole moved to southeast Missouri to
attend college, where she met her husband,
Jared, and fell in love with the area she now
calls home. Teaching has become her passion,
and she values the impact she has on young lives.
Known for her patience and commitment to her
students, Nicole enjoys helping them grow in
confidence and character. Faith is at the center
of Nicole’s life, guiding her values and decisions.
On weekends, Nicole shares her artistic side
by teaching crafting classes at a locally owned
studio called Board & Brush. In her spare time,
Nicole enjoys reading, swimming, and traveling.

Nicole has the most gentle and loving heart
of anyone that [ have ever met. When we first
started out in college we were just friends
who did everything together, and now that
we are married, she continues to be my best
friend. Nicole is especially kind-hearted
when it comes to babies and animals. This

was one of the things that first drew me to
her. At every family and friend function, if
there is a baby around she will hold it and
make it smile until someone tells her it is

time to go. Nicole’s amazing heart is what FROM JARED

keeps me going day in and day out.
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Our story began in August 2016, during our
freshman year of college. Fate had us living on
the same floor designated for future educators,
and it didn’t take long for us to become close
friends. We shared a love for teaching, countless
laughs, late nights playing cards, and a growing
bond that became the foundation of something
special.

After a year of friendship, we took the leap and
started dating in 2017 during our sophomore
year. College life brought its own challenges, but
navigating them together made us stronger. We
graduated hand-in-hand, ready to take on the
world, and in June of 2021, Jared proposed—a
joyful moment that marked the next chapter
of our story. We were married in July of 2022,
surrounded by our loved ones.




As educators, we poured our hearts into
teaching and initially worked in separate
school districts. In time, an opportunity arose
for Jared to join Nicole’s district, and he eagerly
made the switch. Now, we get to carpool
together, share days off, and cheer each other
on in our shared passion for education.

Our family grew in February 2023 when we
adopted a sweet cat named Basil, who has
brought so much joy, laughter, and snuggles
into our home. We adore her and couldn’t
imagine life without her playful antics and
loving purrs.

In October 2024, a unique and life-changing
opportunity came our way. Our principal,
knowing our hearts were open to adoption,
approached us about three students who needed

a temporary home while their mother worked
to create a safe environment for them. Without
hesitation, we said yes. Welcoming these
children into our lives was a transformative
experience. Together, we created a warm
and loving home filled with memories, from
bedtime stories to family dinners.

Parenting these children, even temporarily,
deepened our love and strengthened our bond
as a team. It reminded us of the profound joy
that comes from nurturing and supporting a
child. Their presence in our lives reaffirmed
our dream of building a family through
adoption, and we carry the lessons they taught
us close to our hearts.

We are so excited for the next chapter and can’t
wait to welcome a child into our family forever.




The month we got married in July 2022 was
unforgettable for more than one reason—it was
also the month we purchased our first home!
Nestled in the heart of the historic district in
our town, our house immediately felt like the
perfect place to begin our married life together.
Its charm and character set it apart from all
the other homes around it, making it truly one
of a kind.

What makes our home even more special is its
location—it’s on the same street as the college
where we met and share so many memories!
Every time we pass by, it’s a sweet reminder of
where our story began. Just across the street
is a large park where we actually had our first
date. It’s perfect for picnics, walks, or watching
a baseball game. Our neighborhood is close to
downtown which means we can easily walk to
grab ice cream and enjoy the peaceful beauty
of the Mississippi River. From the moment we
moved in, we fell in love with the details that
make our home special. We have a fenced in
backyard with big rocks we can picture our
future children playing on.




When Jared was in fourth grade his parents sat him
down and told him that they were adopting his sister
from Guatemala. He had never heard of this place, and
all of his friends who had little brothers and sisters had
all been born from their parents. However, everything
changed when his parents returned home from their trip
with his new sister. It didn’t matter that she looked a
little different from him, or that she had not come from
his mom. All that did matter was that she was his sister
and he loved her.

From that day on, Jared always knew that, when he
grew up, he would follow in his parents footsteps and
adopt. When Jared met Nicole, it was actually her who
said that she would like to adopt instead of having their
own biological child, and Jared was delighted to join her
in this new journey.

For them, adoption is about opening their hearts and
home to a child who needs love, stability, and support.
Nicole has always dreamed of being a mother, but she’s
never felt the need to have biological children when
there are so many in the world who need a family. She’s
driven by a deep desire to provide a loving home to a
child who deserves to feel safe, cherished, and valued.
Adoption is their way of creating the family they’ve
always dreamed of, while also giving a child the love and
care they need to thrive. It’s not just about growing their
family—it’s about sharing their lives and hearts with a
child who will be so deeply loved.



—ABOUT JARED'S —

Jared grew up in a large and loving family. His parents
currently live and work in the St. Louis area. Jared and
Nicole visit them frequently for holidays and special
occasions. Jared’s parents are just counting the days until
they can welcome a new grandchild into their lives.

Jared’s brother currently lives in Columbia Missouri, where
he has built an amazing life with his wife and 3 kids. When
they are in town for a visit, Jared, Nicole, his brother, and
sister-in-law love to catch up over a board game.

Jared also has a sister named Anna who is currently living
in the same town as Nicole and Jared and goes to the same
college that they went to. She also wants to become a teacher
and has a great love for children.

Jared’s family has always had a strong connection to
adoption with many of their friends and even some of his
family being adopted, and when Jared was in fourth grade
they adopted his sister from Guatemala. The whole family
accepted and loved her immediately, and they cannot wait to
love and accept the baby from Jared and Nicole’s adoption.




Nicole’s parents currently live in Florida, but they've already shared
their exciting plan to move to Missouri as soon as Nicole and Jared
adopt so they can be close to their first grandchild. Knowing how
much they’re looking forward to being nearby fills Nicole and Jared’s
hearts with joy. Nicole’s sister lives in North Carolina and stays in
close touch through regular video calls. Her brother, on the other
hand, is much closer—he lives in the same town as them in Missouri.
Like them, he attended the same college and fell in love with the area.
Having him nearby has been such a blessing, whether it’s for quick
visits or impromptu game nights.

Between video chats, phone calls, and family gatherings, there’s never
a shortage of love and laughter. The holidays are particularly special,
as we all make a point to come together and celebrate as a family.
One of their favorite traditions is spending the summers at Nicole’s
family’s lake house in Wisconsin. Every 4th of July weekend, her
extended family gathers there for a big celebration. They spend the
days swimming in the lake, watching fireworks light up the night
sky, playing games, and roasting s'mores by the fire. It’s a tradition
they hold dear and look forward to sharing with children someday.

Nicole’s family is warm, welcoming, and full of love. They can’t
wait to embrace their newest member, and they’re so excited for the
memories they’ll create together as a growing family.

—ABOUT NICOLE'S—
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FRIENDS

Nicole and Jared’s friends are like family to them,
and they’re so grateful for the bond they share.
They met their friends in college, where Jared
played volleyball with them, and Nicole became
close with the girls, even moving in with them for
a year after graduation. Back when they all lived
in the same town, Sunday nights were dedicated
to movie nights in their apartment and game
days on weekends. After their friends graduated
and moved back to St. Louis, gatherings became
less frequent, but they’ve kept the connection
strong with monthly get-togethers. Whether it’s
game nights filled with friendly competition or
camping trips surrounded by nature, they always
make time for each other. Every summer, they
take an annual trip together, alternating between
road trips to explore new parts of the country and
beach vacations where they relax and recharge.

| m' {v .

Nicole also shares a special friendship
with her best friend Emma, who is also a
teacher. They met in college, where they
were roommates for a year and a half, and
their bond has only grown stronger since.
The two talk daily, sharing stories about
their days, offering encouragement, and
discussing their faith. They also make a
point to meet up at least once a month
for a lunch or dinner date with their
husbands, turning those moments into
mini-reunions filled with laughter and
good conversation.
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HOBBIES

They share a love for travel and especially
enjoy trips to the beach, where they can relax,
unwind, and soak up the sunshine. Nicole
grew up taking vacations each year, and never
plans on stopping this tradition. Their favorite
thing to do together is playing card games and
board games. Nicole enjoys going on walks,
whether it's through her neighborhood,
around campus, or to the public library where
she loves getting lost in a good book.
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Jared has always been very involved with
sports, especially volleyball. When Jared
was in high school he played volleyball,
and he continued to play throughout
college in coed and intramural leagues.
He currently coaches volleyball for a local
travel club team, and sincerely enjoys
coaching and helping athletes grow.

Volleyball is also where Jared met most of
his friends, which is the other hobby that
Jared loves to do. Any weekend that he
has free, he is always searching for new
fun things to do with his friends. They
also go on yearly trips. So far they have
gone to Mexico, Gatlinburg, Florida, and
many float trips.




Dear Birthparents,

First, we want to thank you for considering us to be part of your journey.
We can only imagine how difficult this decision must be, and we want
you to know that we respect and admire the strength and love it takes
to make it. We have been happily married for over two years and have
always dreamed of building our family through adoption. This has been
on our hearts for as long as we can remember, and your courage in
choosing adoption is answering our deepest prayers. You are giving us
the most incredible gift—the opportunity to become the parents we have
always wanted to be.

Please know that we have been praying for you and your baby and will
continue to do so throughout this process. We are committed to creating
a loving, stable, and joyful home where your child will be cherished every
single day. It is our promise to honor this precious gift and to ensure that
your child knows just how deeply they are loved—not only by us but by
you as well.

As we walk through this journey together, we find comfort in the words
of Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” We believe God’s plan has brought us together, and we are
so grateful for the hope and love that connects us.

Thank you again for considering us to share this journey with you. We
will continue to pray for you, your baby, and the path ahead. May God
bless you abundantly.

With love and gratitude,

SFrored and [\icole
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303 North Stadium Blvd. Suite 200
Columbia, Missouri 65203
Phone 573-356-0025 Fax 888-396-7768
Birthparent Line: 1-888-564-HOPE (4673)
Email: info@aGiftofHopeAdoptions.com
Web: www.aGiftofHopeAdoptions.com



